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Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary General,

| start by commending the Presidency of the People’s Republic of China for convening
this important debate.

It cannot be more topical to deliberate on strengthening the UN-centered international
system, given the rising polarization, increased deviation from international law, and
inefficiency in conflict prevention and resolution.

At a time when the world needs more cooperation to deal with risks and challenges
that know no border, we observe growing fragmentation and reliance on unilateralism.

Against this backdrop, the United Nations stands as the only universal organization
capable of advancing genuine multilateralism based upon the principle of sovereign
equality, where every member state should have a meaningful voice, regardless of its
size or power.

Yet, to this end, more efforts are needed to ensure full adherence to the Charter,
without any selectivity. Universal and unconditional respect for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of States, as well as non-interference in their internal affairs remains
the cornerstone of international peace and security.

It is equally important to address impunity for international wrongful acts, and ensure
justice.

Stronger solidarity is essential with countries, including Azerbaijan that are
overcoming the grave consequences of conflict and enabling expelled populations to
return to their homes in safety and dignity.



To better deliver on its mandate, there is urgent necessity for a more effective,
inclusive and responsive United Nations.

In this regard, further progress is a must in the intergovernmental negotiations on
Security Council reform to enhance the representation of developing countries, while
strengthening the Council’s accountability.

We also welcome the Secretary General’'s UN8O Initiative, as a system-wide reform
agenda to make the UN more coherent and responsive to the needs of Member
States.

Mr. President,

Azerbaijan has itself experienced the devastating consequences of violations of the
UN Charter and the failure in enforcing international law.

Today, having emerged as a leading contributor to regional stability and reinforcing its
peace agenda through tangible actions, Azerbaijan continues to advocate for a
revitalized and reformed multilateral system, with the United Nations at its core.

Such a system also requires better utilization of regional organizations and formats
that share the objectives of the UN and contribute to their attainment.

With this in mind, Azerbaijan has significantly contributed to multilateralism over the
past years. This includes our result-oriented chairmanship in the Non-Aligned
Movement, our exemplary presidency and hosting of COP-29 and the World Urban
Forum, and our ongoing chairmanship of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA).

To conclude, | recall that the Charter of the United Nations is built on the premise
that through unity and cooperation, nations can establish a durable framework for
peace, justice and the rule of law. And it is only through concerted actions that we can
move toward the United Nations-centered responsive and inclusive multilateral
system that deliver on promises for a brighter future for present and coming
generations.

Thank you!



